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very often with chilling comments that ensured its rejection.
Only two really big Unions, the Engineers (86,000) and the
Gasworkers (50,000), joined it; it became ultimately merely
a useful but unimportant body which pooled the funds of
minor Unions and acted as a sort of mutual insurance cor-
poration, nor did it change from this even though its member-
ship in time rose above a million.
Greater real success appeared to attend a strictly political
victory of the Socialists. The Trades Union Congress of 1899,
after years of ineffective debate, passed a resolution drafted in
the I.L.P. office and ordering the Parliamentary Committee
to call a special conference of all working-class organizations
to secure Labour representation in Parliament. The con-
ference met in February 1900; once again there was the
appearance of universal unity. The Trade Union leaders sat
with the LL.P., the S.D.F. delegates, the Fabians, Keir Hardie
and John Burns. A "Labour Representation Committee" was
formed, which was at once colloquially called "the Labour
Party." J. Ramsay MacDonald was elected secretary and
carried out the policy of recruiting Trade Union branches to
the support of the idea of independent Labour candidates, with
rapid success in the next twelve months. Burns withdrew
himself from this as too extreme. " I am getting tired of
working-class boots, working-class brains, working-class houses
and working-class margarine/5 he said. "I believe the time
has arrived when we should not be prisoners to class pre-
judice.35 The S.D.F. objected from the other side and shortly
afterwards left; it denounced the new body as in no way
consciously Socialist and as a result likely to be an obstacle
and not an aid to Socialism. But at the minute its Cassandra
cries were disregarded; the spirit of unity seemed to brood
victoriously over all, and under its influence Keir Hardie
called (though in vain) upon John Morley to lead the new party
at the forthcoming election.